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“Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things, and no good
thing ever dies”—spoken by the character Andy Dufresne in The
Shawshank Redemption.
Giancarlo Bargioni is a lot like the character Andy Dufresne from the
movie The Shawshank Redemption in that no matter what situation
he found himself in in the past, he always believed he would make it
through. No matter how hopeless his circumstance, he never let go
of hope. And it was that never-give-up mentality that gave him the
patience, persistence, and work ethic necessary to achieve his goals.
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While there are many examples of this
in Giancarlo’s life, beginning even in
childhood, perhaps the best example
comes from a real estate transaction he
did in 2011. He was working with a pair
of clients for two years, trying to find
them a home, when he finally found an
REO that was perfect. They went under
contract and scheduled the inspection.
The asset management team returned
to the house a day later to shut off the
water, and the pipes burst overnight.

freezing temperatures—and removed
all the wet insulation himself. He
then ran a couple of dehumidifiers in
the crawlspace to save the house and
the deal. It took hours, and he felt
like he was going to freeze to death.
“My clients were shocked I did that,”
Giancarlo explains. “They pretty
much wrote the house off because of
the potential mold damage.”

The crawlspace and the sub-basement
were flooded. The preservation team
didn’t properly remediate the crawlspace: they not only left all of the wet
insulation in place but did not install
proper dehumidifiers. The house and
crawlspace were about to see mold
damage, and the clients were giving up
all hope. But not Giancarlo.

But that’s just Giancarlo, always willing to do what it takes to deliver the
ultimate service and get the job done.
Even as a 10-year-old kid, volunteering at the summer art festival, he’d
collect more donations than most
and was allowed to drive a golf cart
and operate a walkie-talkie because
he exhibited so much responsibility
and work ethic.

Giancarlo snuck into the house later
that evening and crawled (like Andy
Dufresne) on all fours into the crawlspace—through wetness, spiders, and

Giancarlo believes that much of
his drive for success came from his
experience of having to move so
much when he was a young kid. His
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parents separated when he was
young, causing he and his mother
to move quite a bit.
“I wasn’t the most well-behaved kid.
I got kicked out of a few schools,
and that contributed to the moving,” Giancarlo explains. “I grew
up in several areas of Chicago,
particularly in many different
areas on the northwest side, and
that is why I use the hashtag
#NorthwestChicagoRealtor. But
I found that having to start fresh
with a new set of friends in different neighborhoods helped me to
develop a personality where I could
fit in anywhere and be comfortable.”
Giancarlo worked two jobs while
he attended Triton College for a
couple years, and later transferred
to DePaul University, where he
double-majored in political science
and marketing. He graduated from
DePaul in 2004.
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While in college, Giancarlo attended a motivational
seminar where he was introduced to real estate
investing. He also worked as a personal trainer with
many clients in the real estate industry whom he often
talked with about the business. Shortly after college,
he got into wholesale and rehab investing and experienced early success. By the time 2007 rolled around,
however, he was deep into real estate with multiple
properties. But you can guess what happened next.

Giancarlo with two of his three children.

“When the market crashed, the music stopped,”
Giancarlo explains. “Yet, real estate was all I knew.
I had a lot of knowledge about high-level real estate
investing and felt I could be a great advisor. Although
I knew a lot about real estate, I knew little to nothing
about the fundamentals of being a REALTOR®. I ended
up having to completely restructure my life, finances,
lifestyle, and business. I had to learn a new business
and essentially start fresh.”
With grit, hard work, and good instincts, Giancarlo
aligned himself with big brokerages and a good network, always sought training to be better, and made
it through with a deeper passion for real estate than
ever before.
Today, Giancarlo is looking to take his business to the
next level. He is focusing on systems and processes
to better serve his clients and aims to grow a team of
top-producing agents.
Outside of business, Giancarlo enjoys going on his boat,
practicing Jiu Jitsu, and cooking breakfast for his three
kids: Leonardo, Giuliana, and Natalia. He says nothing
is better, however, than having a good cocktail, talking
business while on the boat, and being on the water.
As Giancarlo continues building his business, he looks
to the future with hope, knowing if he stays consistent
and disciplined, he will continue to grow and further his
vision, and, ultimately, his legacy. And as we know, “No
good thing ever dies.”
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